Definitions of Abuse (Keeping Safe In Education 2022)
Indicators of abuse and neglect 
Abuse: a form of maltreatment of a child. 
Somebody may abuse or neglect a child by inflicting harm or by failing to act to prevent harm. Harm can include ill treatment that is not physical as well as the impact of witnessing ill treatment of others. This can be particularly relevant, for example, in relation to the impact on children of all forms of domestic abuse. Children may be abused in a family or in an institutional or community setting by those known to them or, more rarely, by others. Abuse can take place wholly online, or technology may be used to facilitate offline abuse. Children may be abused by an adult or adults or by another child or children. 
Physical abuse: a form of abuse which may involve hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning or scalding, drowning, suffocating or otherwise causing physical harm to a child. Physical harm may also be caused when a parent or carer fabricates the symptoms of, or deliberately induces, illness in a child. 
Emotional abuse: the persistent emotional maltreatment of a child such as to cause severe and adverse effects on the child’s emotional development. It may involve conveying to a child that they are worthless or unloved, inadequate, or valued only insofar as they meet the needs of another person. It may include not giving the child opportunities to express their views, deliberately silencing them or ‘making fun’ of what they say or how they communicate. It may feature age or developmentally inappropriate expectations being imposed on children. These may include interactions that are beyond a child’s developmental capability as well as overprotection and limitation of exploration and learning or preventing the child from participating in normal social interaction. It may involve seeing or hearing the ill-treatment of another. It may involve serious bullying (including cyberbullying), causing children frequently to feel frightened or in danger, or the exploitation or corruption of children. Some level of emotional abuse is involved in all types of maltreatment of a child, although it may occur alone. 
Sexual abuse: involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in sexual activities, not necessarily involving violence, whether or not the child is aware of what is happening. The activities may involve physical contact, including assault by penetration (for example rape or oral sex) or non-penetrative acts such as masturbation, kissing, rubbing, and touching outside of clothing. They may also include non-contact activities, such as involving children in looking at, or in the production of, sexual images, watching sexual activities, encouraging children to behave in sexually inappropriate ways, or grooming a child in preparation for abuse. Sexual abuse can take place online, and technology can be used to facilitate offline abuse. Sexual abuse is not solely perpetrated by adult males. Women can also commit acts of sexual abuse, as can other children. The sexual abuse of children by other children is a specific safeguarding issue in education and all staff should be aware of it and of their school or college’s policy and procedures for dealing with it. 
Neglect: the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological needs, likely to result in the serious impairment of the child’s health or development. Neglect may occur during pregnancy, for example, as a result of maternal substance abuse. Once a child is born, neglect may involve a parent or carer failing to: provide adequate food, clothing and shelter (including exclusion from home or abandonment); protect a child from physical and emotional harm or danger; ensure adequate supervision (including the use of inadequate care-givers); or ensure access to appropriate medical care or treatment. It may also include neglect of, or unresponsiveness to, a child’s basic emotional needs.
Safeguarding issues  
All staff should have an awareness of safeguarding issues that can put children at risk of harm. Behaviours linked to issues such as drug taking and/or alcohol misuse, deliberately missing education, serious violence (including that linked to county lines), radicalisation and consensual and non-consensual sharing of nude and semi-nude images and/or videos can be signs that children are at risk. 
Below are some safeguarding issues all staff should be aware of. 
Additional information on these safeguarding issues and information on other safeguarding issues is included in Annex B:
Child-on-child abuse

Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) and Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE)
Domestic Abuse
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)
Mental Health
Serious violence
Safeguarding/ Child Protection Guidelines – Support for staff and volunteers
Thank you for the important role you play in supporting the children at Muscliff Primary School. 

Designated Safeguarding Leads:

Sarah Fenby – Head teacher (DSL)
Emma Huns– Deputy Head teacher, Becca Lewis, Lucian Andrews – Assistant Head teachers  (Deputy DSLs)
If you have ANY concerns or questions at any time – PLEASE speak to one of the officers.  Any information you have may be a very relevant piece of the puzzle, and help us to create a picture of a child’s needs.

It is possible that a child may at some point tell you something that makes you concerned for their health and well-being. They might also display unusual behaviour, or act differently to their usual behaviour.

Responding to Disclosures

If a child wishes to confide in you the following guidelines should be adhered to.

· Be honest.
· Do not make promises that you cannot keep.

· Explain that you are likely to have to tell other people in order to stop what is happening.

· Create a safe environment.
· Find an open space, where you and the child feel safe, with other people 

· Stay calm.

· Reassure the child and stress that he/she is not to blame.

· Tell the child that you know how difficult it must have been to confide in you.

· Listen to the child and tell them that you believe them and are taking what is being said seriously.

· Be clear about what the child says and what you say (Use TED).

· Tell me… Explain… Describe…

· Do not interview the child and keep questions to a minimum.
· Encourage the child to use his/her own words and do not try to lead them into giving particular answers.
· Maintain confidentiality

· Only tell those people that it is necessary to inform.
· Do not take sole responsibility

· Immediately consult a Safeguarding Officer so that any appropriate action can be taken to protect the pupil if necessary.

· They may ask you to record on the appropriate form exactly what the child has said to you and include;
· Child’s name

· Date and time of any incident

· What the child said and what you said

· Your observations e.g. child’s behaviour and emotional state

· Any action you took as a result of your concerns - specific information about who you spoke to, names, phone numbers and resulting actions

· Sign and date the record and provide a copy for SLT
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Safeguarding & Child Protection 
Guidelines for Volunteers
· Your role in responding to disclosures

· Definitions of Abuse

· Indicators of Abuse

PLEASE read this guidance.  Refer to the Muscliff Safeguarding Policy (on the website) if you need further clarification.  ALWAYS refer to a Designated Safeguarding Officer if you have any concerns about a child.
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