
Year 4 - Geography Curriculum Progression of Knowledge 

Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Human Geography Physical Geography 

Name and locate counties and cities in the UK 
 
Identify geographical regions or counties within the UK. 
 
Identify key human and physical characteristics within the UK. 
 
Identify key topographical features (Inc hills, mountains, coasts and rivers). 
 
Locate countries in Europe. 
 
Locate Russia. 
 
Compare map changes over time of the Roman empire. 
 
Map changes in London capital City over time. 

Describe and understand key 
aspects of human geography, 
including types of settlement 
and land use; trade links. 
Compare with UK 
 
Timbavati, Africa 
Salisbury, UK 

Identify key landmarks and 
their significance to 
economics, trade links and 
historical value/changes 
 

Describe and 
understand key aspects 
of physical geography, 
including terrain, 
biomes, and vegetation 
belts. 
 

 
Year 4 - Geography Curriculum Progression of Skills 

Geographical Enquiry Direction/ 
Location 

Drawing 
maps 

Using Maps Scale/ 
Distance 

Perspective Map 
Knowledge 

Style of Map Fieldwork TBC 

Extend to satellite images, 

aerial photographs. 

 

Investigate places and 

themes at more than one 

scale. 

 

Collect and record evidence 

with some support. 

Analyse evidence and draw 
conclusions e.g. make 
comparisons between 
locations photos/ pictures/ 
maps. 

Use 4 compass 

points 

confidently. 

 

Begin to use 8 

compass 

points. 

Use letter/ no 
co-ordinates 
to locate 
features on a 
map 
confidently. 

Make a map 

of a short 

route 

experienced 

with features 

in correct 

order. 

Make a 
simple scale 
drawing. 

Locate places 

on large scale 

maps, (e.g. 

Find UK or 

India on 

globe). 

Follow a route 
on a large 
scale map. 

Begin to 
match 
boundaries 
(e.g. find 
same 
boundary of 
a country on 
different 
scale maps). 

Draw a 
sketch map 
from a high 
view point. 

Begin to identify 
significant 
places and 
enivornments. 

Use index and 

contents page 

within atlases. 

Use mediums 
cale land ranger 
OS maps. 

Use fieldwork to 
observe, measure and 
record the human and 
physical features in 
the local area using a 
range of methods, 
including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs. 
 
Fieldwork:  
Exploring town 
centre? Salisbury? 
Using sketch maps, 
plans and graphs to 
record human and 
physical features of a 
town centre.  



 


